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Stand Up for Gir ls on 10.11.14 
 
Stand Up For Girls is an annual event 
launched by LitWorld International in 
conjunction with the UN International Day 
of the Girl. Each year, we join the voices of 
women, men, girls, and boys to share the 
stories of strength of girls and women we 
admire. Whether untold or retold, every 
story deserves to be shared. We are 
honored and inspired to have you stand 
with us this year, and become the story of 
change for women and girls everywhere.  
 
In this packet you will find several resources 
for your own celebration of Stand Up For 
Girls on October 11th, whether as an 
individual, classroom, or organization. 
 
LitWorld is a 501(c)3 empowering children and families to 
author lives of independence, hope, and joy.  

 
Jo in the Movement.  Here’s How.  
 
Take Action Today 
Spread the news about the Stand Up for Girls movement on Facebook, Twitter or Instagram 
with the hashtags #standup4girls, #dayofgirl and #BetheStory. 
 
Honor a Story  
Change your online avatars to the Stand Up for Girls logo and write why you stand up for girls 
in the caption.  
 
Stand Up at Noon  
On 10.11.14, wherever you are at noon local time, stand up for one minute in solidarity with 
the 523 million women around the world who cannot read or write.  
 
Host a Stand Up for Gir ls Story Summit 
Use this packet to host your own Stand Up for Girls Story Summit on 10.11.14.  
 
Donate to LitWorld 
Invest in girls’ stories by joining our Crowdrise online fundraising movement.  Visit our website 
at http : / /crowdrise .com/standupforg ir ls  to participate. 
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Why Do We Stand Up for Girls? 
 

Direct ions :  Celebrate the International Day of the Girl by reading and discussing 
the Stand Up for Girls Mission Statement in class, with family and/or friends. 

 
Discussion Questions: 
 
1. Why is it important to Stand Up for Girls today?  

 
 

 
2. Why is it important to celebrate the stories of inspirational women and 

girls?  

 

 

3. What is one way your family, school or community can support girls and 
women in the future?  

 

 

4. If you could tell the world one story of a girl or woman, whose story 
would it be and why?  

 
 

Nearly one billion people in the world are illiterate. Two thirds of these are women and girls.  
LitWorld’s Stand Up for Girls movement mobilizes women, men, girls and boys to tell the 
stories of the past in order to create a new story for the future. By learning to read, write and 
share their stories, girls understand that their words have the power to create monumental 
change. Stand Up with LitWorld on October 11th, the annual UN sanctioned International 
Day of the Girl.  Join our community as we take action on behalf of the world's most 
marginalized girls so that they can build fierce, fearless futures, lit from within. 
 
On October 11th, stand with LitWorld and join your strengths with ours to proclaim the 
right of all girls to share their stories.  
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Stand Up for Gir ls Strength Stories 
 

Use the following activity with your friends, loved ones, classroom and/or organization  
to celebrate Stand Up for Girls in your community.  

 
Materia ls :   
1. Stand Up for Girls sign (attached) 
2. LitWorld’s 7 Strengths sign (attached)  
3. Pens/Markers 
4. Blank paper  
 
Direct ions: 
1. Have participants sit in a circle, or face the activity leader. 
2. Pass out copies of the attached “Stand Up for Girls” sign, pens or markers, and blank 

paper. 
3. Read the Stand Up for Girls Mission Statement and the list of LitWorld’s 7 Strengths. 
4. Ask one person from your group to share what they think each strength means. Invite 

the rest of the group to raise their hands and share their thoughts about the 7 
Strengths. 

5. Explain to the participants that today you will be celebrating a woman or girl who has 
inspired you with her strength.  

6. Ask participants to silently think of a time when they saw a woman or girl (it can be 
themselves!) show one of the 7 Strengths. You can give some examples to help them 
think: for instance, a teacher made me feel that I belonged in school, or my mother 
showed me how to be confident in my talents. Ask participants to raise their hands 
when they have an idea in mind; reassure them that this does not mean they have to 
share or speak in front of the group. 

7. After you have given them these examples, ask them to write or draw the story of 
when that woman or girl inspired them on the blank piece of paper you provided.  

8. When everyone is done writing and/or drawing, have each participant turn to the 
person next to him/her and share his or her story with one another. Feel free to ask 
some people to share with the group if they wish.  

9. Once everyone is done sharing, have each participant line up for a photo. Choose a 
neutral background and take a picture of the participant holding his or her sign. Be sure 
they are holding the sign high so that the picture can be taken up close. You may refer 
to the LitWorld Stand Up for Girls 2014 Facebook album for inspiration. 

10. Post your photos to Facebook, tag LitWorld, and include the hashtags #standup4girls, 
#dayofgirl, and #BetheStory so the woman, girl, or strength you stand up for can be 
shared with our network! 
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L itWorld’s 7 Strengths 
 

Belonging 
Curiosity 
Friendship 
Kindness 
Courage 

Confidence 
Hope 

 
  



litworld.org © LitWorld, 2014 
	  

Global Facts About Gir ls ,  L iteracy ,  and Educat ion 
 
Use these facts to host a discussion about the importance of global girls’ literacy and education. 
 
• 793 million adults worldwide cannot read and 64% of them are women. (UNESCO) 
 
• In 2013, around 34 million female adolescents were out of school. Of these, 17 million are expected 
never to enter school. (UNESCO) 
 
• Educated women are less likely to marry early and more likely to have smaller and healthier families. 
They are also more likely to get a job and earn a higher wage. (All Children Reading) 
 
• Exclusion of women from access to schooling and the labor force means a less educated workforce, 
inefficient allocation of labor, lost productivity, and results in diminished progress of economic 
development. (World Bank) 
 
• Girls and women who are educated have greater awareness of their rights, and greater confidence 
and freedom to make decisions that affect their lives, improve their own and their children's health and 
chances of survival, and boost their work prospects. (UNESCO) 
 
• Not only do newly literate women feel better about themselves, but they gain the confidence to seek 
out income generation and employment opportunities, financial services, and information for meeting 
other social and health-related needs. (UNESCO) 
 
• Newly literate women also gain the confidence to participate more actively in their communities and 
are emboldened to exercise their right to political and economic participation. (UNESCO) 
 
• A 35-year study in Guatemala found a link between the number of years girls spent in school and the 
timing of childbearing. For each additional year a young woman spent in school, the age at which she had 
her first child was delayed approximately six to ten months. (World Bank) 
 
• A child born to a mother who can read is 50% more likely to survive past the age of five than a child 
born to an illiterate woman. (UNESCO) 
 
• The poorest women and those with minimal education are least likely to have skilled assistance during 
birth or to have pre-natal care. Additionally, they are also those with inadequate postnatal care, and 
increasing infant and maternal mortality rates. (Gender Needs Assessment for Blantyre City, Malawi) 
 
• A literate and educated girl is three times less likely to acquire AIDS, she will earn at least 25% more 
income, and she will produce a smaller, healthier family. (UNESCO) 
 
• Women in 32 countries who remained in school after primary school were five times more likely to 
know basic facts about HIV than illiterate women. A study in Zambia found that HIV spreads twice as 
fast among uneducated girls. (Vandemoortele and Delamonica, "Education Vaccine Against HIV/AIDS”) 
 
• “Literate women are more aware about diseases and their treatment; with better capability to deal 
with sickness, and they in turn would begin to send their girl child to school, breaking the pattern of social 
gender discrimination, a strong barrier to girl's education.” –President Pratibha Patil, former president of 
India (and the first woman to hold office) 
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